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ADDRESS 

0/" M« General Board uf the Catholiei ef Iff 
land, to the Catholic Population at large, 
adopted on Saturday, June 26. 1813. 

Belvoed felUnO'COUntrymen andfelloivsuffererj. 
The General Board of the Catholics of 
Ireland, to whose care you have confided 
the conduct of your Petitions to the Le- 
gislature for relief, deems it proper, at 
this critical juncture, to lay before you 
certain considerations seriously interesting 
to our common security and welfare. 

As the depositories of your claims and 
expectations, we have been solicitous at 
all times, and under every discouragement, 
to justify your confidence by a firm and 
faithful discharge of onr solemn duty to- 
wards Ireland ; and however ardently en- 
gaged in soliciting the restoration of re- 
ligious freedom, we have never infringed 
the limits of the law, or been unmindful 
of what is due to the peace and good cha- 
racter of our country. 



We have encountered many difliculties 
and much obloquy. These had been ford 
seen : the former we have nearly sur- 
mounted ; the latter we have wholly ais- 
regarded. The worst of human passion, 
and vices have been arrayed against n» 
but with little effect. Monopoly, asmm* 
ing the mask of religion, presented » host 
of selfish and hypocritical opponents. 
These have been discomficed with ridieuJe 
and reprobation. Religious jealousy, na- 
tional prejudices, have been stimulated to 
.1 barbarous outcry against the freedom of 
Irish Catholics. These have been permit- 
ted to wanton in shameful license; but 
they have fallen beneath 'the pressure of 
justice and reason. 
The moment has arrived when the cause of 
Catholic Freedom rests almost solely up- 
on Catholic firmness, prudence, and cir- 
cumspection. Our enemies have failed )„ 
their attempts to obstiaict our petitions, o» 
to stifle the discussion of our ju« claim* 
Worsted ia argumtnt, prostrate before 
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public reprobatioa, they have resorted to 
wicked machinations for traducing our 
conduct, cliaracter, and principlesj For- 
geries and fabrications have become their 
weapons of controversy. They have not 
been ashamed to invent and to circulate in 
your name the vilest publications, calcu- 
lated to delude and impose upon your Pro- 
testant fellow-subjects ; to create jealousy 
and hatred, and to criminate the Catholics 
of Ireland, by imputations equally false, 
impudent, and atrocious. These devices 
have, however, wholly failed, or enjoyed 
a mere temporary triumph j they have 
been detected and despised. 

Fellow-CoUntrymen, a new danger now 
impends over our abused country, and a 
new mode ttf hostility is de*eloped, . Of 
this we are about to warn you. Our ene- 
mies seek to irritate our passions, and to 
betray us into imprudent resentments, 
Restleis and desperate, they have under- 
taken to provoke or to seduce the Catho- 
lic population to violence or insurrection. 
We know that local agents are hired, and 
venal emissaries have been sent forth, busy 
in the work of treachery, panting for the 
renewal of bloodshed. These miscreants 
will resort to your fairs, your clubs, and 
your public places; they will insinuate 
themselves into your confidence by coun- 
terfeit zeal, by daring language, by affect- 
ed warmth, and concern for your suffer- 
ings. They will suggest secret oaths and 
engagements ; propose illegal associations ; 
circulate wild and improbable rumours of 
pjots aud conspiracies; recommend and 
predict rash and ruinous hostilities ! 

. Fellow-Countrymen ! behold a deep-laid 
plot DOW in actual progress; constructed 
not merely for defeating Catboiic freedom, 
but for involving onr beloved country in 
desolation and ruin. 

Be now more than ever vigilantly on 
your guard. We entreat and conjure you, 
as you value your families, your country, 
and your religion, to shun the vile instru- 
ments of this nefarious policy ; to beware 
of their fatal snares and seductions. 

How, indeed, can the insidious foe hope 
to peisuade us that the I'atholic cause re- 



qvirts any infraction of the laws, or any 
disturbance of the public peice ? '^'— 



The 
avenue to success is yet open ; th« con- 
stitution points it out; it lies through 
petitions to the legislature; to King, 
Lords, and Commons, let ns thin te- 
TiTioN. Petition from every town, vil- 
lage, and parish. Without exception, let 
ev*rv person subscribe such petitioi>s ; no 



name is so humble aj not to be usefuN 
This is the interest of all ; this should be 
the business of all. Persevere, and be not 
deterred or dissuaded. Slumber not over 
your deep wrongs. Let persecution be 
exposed to notoriety, and let your just 
complaints resound throughout Christen- 
dom. 

Leave the rest to events, to the legis- 
lature, and to Providence. Our cause is 
good, and favoured from above ; it is in 
faithful hauus. Let us be, therefore, con- 
^dent and strenuous. 

In the mean time, fellow-countrymen, 
let us preserve our habits of indusiry, do- 
mestic union, good morals, allegiance, and 
religion. Let us instruct our children in 
useful knowledge, instil into their hearts a 
love of virtue, of freedom, of their coun- 
try, and of the faith of their ancestors. 
Place before their eyes the digniSed exam- 
ple of '• men who know their rights, and 
knowing, dare maintain ;" yet steady in 
the paths of righteousness, order, aud 
good will. 

Thus shall you speedily disappoint the 
fond speculatii^ns of malignant and besot> 
ted foes. 

Thus, alio, shall you gl.iddcn the hearts 
of your faithful and enlightened friends, 
justify their regard, aiid-reiiiiite ihtir una- 
bating labours for your happiness. 

May genuine freedom crown a virtuous 
perseverance with her rich rewards, and 
may we all enjoy in security, as we 
shall have earned ihrough peril, the pre- 
cious blessing of concord, internal peace, 
and constitutional independence. 

Thomas I^smoncu, Chairman. 
Edwarb Hay, Secretary. 

CATHOLIC BOARD. 



raiDAV, DECKMUEK 31. 

The Board met at the Sh;ikespeare Gul- 
lery. A considerable delaj took place be- 
fore the chair was taken, as it was gener- 
ally understood that the Board was not to 
have met -until the next day. At length 
Mr. O'Gorman was called to the chair. 

Mr. O'Conhell rose to make his pro- 
mised motion, on the subject of illegal 
associations. He said that the importance 
of the subject he had to introduce, should 
serve as an excuse for want of method. 
The miseries of Ireland pressed too heav- 
ily «n the heart not to txclude every 
other consideration. It required no au- 
thority to prove that Ireland had been 
wretched almost beyond the lot of hu- 
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mintty. Her luffering* w«re kn<»wn wli^re 
tb«y were not fett — in England. The pre- 
sent Lord Sidmouth, then Mr. Adding- 
ton, in one of tbe Union debates, had 
(aid, " that in the 600 years since the 
reign of Henry II. there h^d been more 
unhappmess in Ireland than in any other 
civilized nation not actually under the 
visitation of pestilence or internal -war. 
There was neither prosperity, nor tran- 
quillity, nor safety." Such was the re- 
presentation made before the Union ; and 
it was now confessed by every body that 
the Union bad not diminished our calami- 
ties. 

It was beyond the present question to 
cou«der the causes ef the miseries of 
Ireland. They were either too renn>te or 
too obvious to Justify apy lengthened com- 
mentary. But the effects of her wretch- 
edness were daily exhibited in varioui 
wild and frightful forms. Amongst these 
effects stood prominent the tendency of 
the People Xo. form combinations and se- 
ccet associations. The law of nature, 
wjiich, 4uring evaporation, gave a form 
to the crystal, was not more powerful 
than the wioral influence that tended to 
connect, in bonds almost indissoluble, (he 
chHdren of misfortune. Under various 
fantastic denominations, the Irish people 
classed themselves together in Societies, 
•ome of which still exist, but many had 
left little trace, say? their names, their 
crimes, and the graves of their victims. 
There had been, or were, " White Boys" 
and " Right Boys" ; " Caravau" and "Shar 
invests" ; " Thrashers" and " Carders" ; 
« Hearts of Steel," " Peep o* Day Boys," 
♦' Defenders" " Orangemen" and " Ribbon- 
men" ; and above alt, and. difierent from 
all, " United Irishmen." 

The immediate causes that bad pro- 
duced those associations were of two dif- 
ferent kinds. The associatiotis had two 
distinct characters. The first cause and 
character were to be traced to the 'Opgn'es- 
sions of Tithejjobbers and Land-jobbers ; 
md to this class belonged the White- 
bt>3rs. Right-boys, Caravats, Shanavests, 
Thrashers, and Carders, The second cause 
knd character was easily discerned in 
religious animosity and rancour ; and ta 
thjs Class belonged the Hearts of Steel, 
Eeep o' Diy Bays, Defenders, Orangemen, 
and Ribbon-men. The last, and the De- 
fenders, were eiclwitvely Catholic ; the 
other three exdusively of the different 
Pnotestant persuasions. As to the Unit- 
ed Irishmen, they were not peculiar to 

■SLrAST MAO, NO. fiXTI. 



either sect, but endeavoured to embrace 
ail sects, and to include the partisans of 
all classes ; and amongst the United Irish- 
men, there had been found men, led away 
by the vain desire of Republican Insti- 
tutions; men who, however mistaken, 
may be admitted, now that the storm 
has lon^ since ceased, to have been ac- 
tuated by pure, though erroneous love of 
Ireland. 

The evils wliich created the first class 
belong not to any of the objects for which 
this Board assembles. 'Ihey, however, 
deserve and require the greatest attention 
from the legislature and government ; 
they exist in the actual state ol society in 
Ireland ; in the exactions of the tithe farm- 
ers and tiibe proctors; in the natural ra- 
pacity of land owners, eicited by a limited 
market, and a multitude of bidders. These 
evils are aggravated too, by the iaws which 
enable the landlord to dispense with any 
personal confidence in the tenant. The 
Statute law has done much toaggravate the 
evil ; the laws were made by landlord* ; 
they have improved the proceedings ia 
Replevin and Ejectment, until the land- 
lord may, with perfect ease, first strip the 
tenant who has assumed too high a rent, 
of all his property, and then evict him 
from the land. To restore the common 
law in these particulars, would much tend 
to quiet the country ; but no efficient re- 
medy will ever be adopted by a distant, 
and ill-informed, and misinformed legis- 
lature ; ai>d these evih will continue un- 
til Ireland «baU have a re»dent parliament, 
instructed in the facts, and interested in 
the results. Perhaps th$ period of such a 
parliament is remote, but in it are centred 
all my hopes of permanent tranquillity 
for kelarid. 

The class of comhinators, on the score 
or under the pretence of religion, is that 
which should engage our attention at pre- 
sent ; these religious animosities are tei - 
rific and degrading, but they bring- with 
them this consolation, that they are ea- 
sy of remedy ; they exist only at tlie 
pleasure of the admintsttation. 'J'he go- 
vernment, when it pleases, can terminate 
their course, and it will remain at the dis- 
cretion of the jninistiy to put a period to 
religious dissentious ; m>less, indeed, the 
Orange faction shall be so lung, fostered 
as to grow too strong for the persons who 
have nourished it, and to become too pow- 
erful for the legitimate authoriites of the 
state. That period is still clistaTit ; and 
now, by the expression of a single wish, 
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the government could extmguish religions 
factions in Ireland for e»er. The Orange 
system subsists only becatise it has the 
countenance of the admioistration, and 
if that -systeni ceased, religious animosities 
would vanish. 

To understand the nature of the asso* 
ciatioos On the score of religious differ- 
ences, it is necessary to recur brieSy to 
their history. The "Hearts of Steel"* 
Md " Peep o' day Bc.ys" were Protestant 
associations for the oppression of the Ro- 
man Catholics ; they existed only in the 
northern province. The "Peep o" Day 
Boys" associated principally in the conn> 
ty of Armagh ; their first object was to 
prevent the Roman Cathoiica from having 
arnts. They attacked the houses of Ko- 
man Catholics early in the morning, and 
thence took their name, and deprived 
the Catholics of arms. When the arms 
were quietly surrendered, the assailants 
ftsually did no furthA- injury ; but any 
resistance provoked vengeance ; and re- 
sistance was natural, and being sometimes 
successful, became frequent ; thence blood- 
shed, and the repetition of attacks and 
OnirageS. The Roman Catholics, assailed 
by the " Peep o* day Boys" without the 
slightest colour of law, and without any 
original provocation on their parts, form- 
ed themselves into counter associations, 



* Counsellor O'Connell appears to have 
been under a slight mistake, as to the ori- 
gin of the Hearts of Steel. This partial 
rising had no connexion with animosities 
en account of religion. The late Earl of 
Bonegalli on re-setting his estate, wished 
to receive fines, and for his more speedy 
accommodation, was desirous to contract 
to receive the amount more directly than 
the tenants could readily pay. Two mer- 
chants of Belfast of that day, became 
land jobbers on the oc{:asion. The ten- 
antry resisted, and tumultuous risings took 
place nndi>r this denomination. The 
flame spread to other places, where simi- 
lar proceedings ensued, for the redressing 
of local grievances, as the exorbitant 
charges of county cess, &r. But the trifl- 
ing insurrection was soon quelled. Its 
tendency was mere of a political than of 
a religious nature, and was an unenlight- 
ened and abortive attein{$ to effect re- 
form. 

B.M.M. 



under the descriptive name of " Defend- 
ers j" and from the yejir 1791 to the year 
1 795, a village warfare, a feud of unmiti- 
gated barbarity, pervaded a great part of 
UUter, between the two rival and illegal 
parties, the '• Peep o' day Boys" and the 
" Defenders." 

In the year 1795, a tnateriat alteration 
took plaec in one of the parties. Seve- 
ral battles "had taken place in that year, 
in which the " Peep o' day Boys' though 
inferior in numbers, were infinitely supe- 
rior in discipline and in arms, and were 
consequently successful. Their views en- 
larged. The total extirpation of the Ca- 
tbdlics front Armagh, if nOt from Ulster, 
became a probable expectation ; and the 
name of "Peep o* day Boys" yielded its 
place to the system, regularity, and su- 
perior station of " Orangemen." A re- 
gular orga»izatioa was planned and effect- 
uated by bignts of a superior rank and 
order. A feeble imitation of Freemason- 
ry lent something of Mysticism, and much 
of regularity, to the Orange lodges. ' The 
imitation of Freemasonry was confined to 
form ; in substance nothing could be 
m<Mre unlike Masonry than Orangism. 
Masonry — for I am pleased to be able to 
own myself a Freemason — Masonry is ad- 
mitted by all to be at least an innocent 
association ; in fact, it is founded on prin* 
ciples of charity and universal benevo- 
lence; it excludes all distinction of sect 
and party, and banishes, as far as its in- 
fluence can reach, all irritation and animos- 
ity on those subjects. Philanthropy, ua- 
caufined by sect, nation, colour, or reli- 
gion, is the basis of masonry. The Or- 
ange system, on the contrary, haa fur its 
pillar and foundation, rancour and hatred ; 
it is intended and calculated to exclude 
and oppress. With indiscriminate injus- 
tice, it classes the rel»l and the Catholic 
in the same rank, and seeks the mainten- 
ance of its own ascendancy over fellow- 
subjects, even to the direct violation of 
alhegiance, as well as of charity. 

i had from a militia officer, a friend of 
mine, the detail of the initiation of an O- 
rangeman. The gentleman I allude to, 
was allowed by mistake to be present in 
an Orange lodge, in the county of Wex- 
ford, when two Orangemen were maJt, 
The ceremony contained an analogy to 
the facts related in the 7th and 8th chap- 
ters of Judges ; and the pass-word was 
" The sword of the Lord and of Gideon !" 
The Orangemen were the 300 selected 
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by divine ins(>!riit!'>n from the immense 
multitude, the 32,000 who originally form- 
ed the camp pf the Israelites ; and as thoi>e 
500 !R'ere composed by the directions of 
the Most High, of the men who lapped 
water out of ttieir hands without kneeling, 
to drink at the running stream, so this 
chosen few of the Orangemen were desig- 
nated as " the men who lap and do not 
kneel!" And distinct allusions were 
made to a different liquor for Orange- 
men than water, a liquor to be furnished 
by the kneeling and superstitious Papists ! 
The oaths were administered with much 
solemnity, and the secret sigus communi- 
cated ; and the newly initiated were re- 
minded that, with so small a number, 
tiideon had brought confuson and destruc- 
tion on the numerous host of the Midian- 
ites ! The Orangemen became thus the 
chosen of the JLord, and the Papists were 
the Midianites doomed to des^uction ! 

I have, I confcM, sometimes been amH»> 
ed at the happjr aptitude of this hideous 
allegory. The chosen few, w!th<r!deon, 
were successful, not by force or bravery, 
but because they introduced discord and 
dlssention in the cantp of their enemies. 
The Midianites turned against each other 
their own swords, and thus the Orange- 
men excite strife and dissention amongst 
ibe Catholics, and place their best hopes 
of success in our w.etched differences and 
squabbles. Au<l there are some Catholics, 
perhaps, who would co-operate in the 
hateful purpose ; bitt the number is few, . 
and the Orangemen must be disappointed, 
because there never was a period in kith 
history when so much congeniality of sen- 
timent prevailed among the Irish Catho- 
lics. 

The^rst design of the Orangemen was 
the extirpation of the Calholica from Ul- 
ster ; nor was this design confined to mere 
speculation. Dut of the County of Ar- 
magh »lune more than 700 families were 
banished by the Orangemen; their pro- 
peitties were d^troyed, their hou-tes levell- 
ed or "burned, the li»e» of all endangered ; 
tome of thera murdered, and the survivors 
driven from their farms, and compelled to 
quit the province. Had they committed 
^iiy crime I Had they been guilty of any 
omnce I Yes, they had, they were Ro» 
man Catholics ; nuthing mat^, but that 
was sufficient ; they were Roman Catho* 
lies. 

This was the first grand fact in the his- 
tory of the Orangemen. In the audacity 
of falsehood, this tisl may be denied, aiul 



the person who asserts it may be treated as 
a calumniator. But this i« a fact of which 
there is fortunately the must unquestion- 
able evidence. Tiiere is the testimony of 
Lord Go»foj:d, the Governor of the County 
of Armagh, testimony given piiblicly at 
a meeting of tlie JViagistrates of that Coun- 
ty, convened by him, on the 28th of De- 
cember, 1755. He there statel, " that 
this banditti,' as he called them, " had com- 
menced and carried on a persecution of 
atiucious cruelty; that they spared neither 
age, nor sex, nor innocence; that neitlitr 
ancient nor modern history c<>uld supply 
an example of the ruin and misery- 
inflicted by them ;" aad he added, let 
this, I pray, be marked well, " that the 
only crime of the wretched olyects of lhi» 
ruthless persecution was, a profession of 
the Roman Catholic faith, or an intimate 
connection with a person pf that faith ! ! !" 
Sudi VfiLi the testimony of a Protestant 
nobleman, resident uu the spot, an eye- 
witness of what he described, and he too 
a man of stroug Anti-Catholic /eelings, 
Tlie evidence of Mr. Grattan also, at the 
same petiod, inay be adduced. In Parlia- 
ment, he painted die origin of Orangism, 
he detailed the first persecution of the Ca- 
tholics by the Orangemen. " Those insur- 
gents (said Mr. Grattan) call themselves 
Orangemen, or Proteataut Boys; that is, 
a banditti of murderers, committing mas- 
sacre in the name of Qod." Such was the 
language of Mr. Grattan, such was the 
evidence of Lor<l Gosford ; and thus is t'le 
cardinalf act of the comiHencemen t of Orang- 
ism, and its mischievous and jnurderous 
origin placed beyond a doubt, 

From such a beginning, the spirit of 
the Orange Institution may be easily col- 
lected ; its history in Ireland is written is 
letters of blood, from its first murders in 
Armagh, to its innocent, and almost praise- 
worthy, manslaughter of the present year 
in the streets of Belfast. It is said, that 
the ariginal plan of extermination wW 
soon abandoiied, that it was softened doviru 
to perpetual slavery and degradation ; that 
Catholics are to be allowed to live, pror 
vided they are quiet and tractable slaves 
The' rebellion in which the United Irish- 
men had engaged, drove some men of a 
milder toue and temper into the Orange 
4isaciatious, and they are ssid to have as- 
sumed something less of persecution ; but 
the living principle of exclusion and re- 
proach still remains, and cannot but briiig 
forth fruits of bitterness and oppression. 
{nl800, a sew orgaBi^tHion pf the Cfantrs 



52 



Docuvienis relatlvg 



io Public Jffairs. [Jan. 



Lodges took place, and, with more regu- 
larity, less zeal was exhibited. The system 
lanfruished after the Union, and was de- 
caying fast, and strong hopes were enter- 
tained that it would sink into oblivion, 
when, in an ill-starred hour, Ireland 
was handed over to the legal advisers of 
the Secretaries tothe Duke of Richmond; 
and, in the year 1808, Orangism, patron- 
ized and revived again, displayed its hor- 
rid front to affright and desolate the land. 
The great patron of this revival was made 
a Privy Counsellor. The Orange proces- 
sious, insult*, tumults, and murders en- 
sued. I need not remind you of the unpun- 
ished massacre of Carliueinshegagh. I need 
not recal to recollection the introduction 
of this system into the County of Done- 
gall, where it had been theretofore uh- 
known. But I am compelled to lead you 
to that fact, because it is there that the 
origin of the Ribbonmen is to be found. 

Tht County of Donegall is one of the 
most Catholic Counties in Ireland ; almost 
all the peas^imry in that County are Ca- 
tholics. Like the other two greatest Ca- 
tholic Co""''Ss, Galway and Kerry, nei- 
ther disaffection nordisturbance were found 
there during the rebellion; and, as in the 
latter Counties, so in Donegal, the Orange 
Institution was unknown until the year 
1S09, when, in the Richmond administra- 
tion, it was ictrodticed into that County, 
one scarcely knows why, unless as part of. 
a ireneral plan. Orange processions were 
established, the people, insulted and out- 
raged, were easily induced to apprehend 
greater evils; they sa.v no reason why, 
during a profotind and long-contiuoed 
tranquillity, their religion should be vilified 
and insulted, and their persons exposed to 
danger and outrage. They imagined that 
the Qrange society was sanctioned by the 
law, as they saW it remain unrestrained 
and unpunished; they resolved to forma 
counter-association, similar in plan and 
form to the Orange association, to be ex- 
clusively of R'ynan Catholics, arid to be 
confined merely to the purposes of defence 
aijalust the attacks of the Orangemen, The 
Riiman Catholies of the Cotinty of Donegall 
did thefeforeassodate under the denomi- 
nation of Ribbonmen^ and several Anti- 
Orange or Ribbon societies were soon foitn- 
ed. The !|:lbbonmen, like the Orangemen, 
were bound together by oaths of secresy 
and co-operation. Like the Qraii^men, 
tiiey had their secret articles annexed'tb 
Jheir dathsj like the Oraugemen, they 



were organized in Lodges, having.a mas- 
ter and a deputy-master, a secretary, and 
three committee-men to each lodge. The 
Orangemen have indeed five committee- 
men to each regular lodge, the Ribboomen 
were content with three. As the Orange 
violences in the counties neighbouring to 
Donegall became more frequent, the Rib- 
bon societies extended. About two years 
ago, they formed a regular grand lodge, 
still imitating the Orangemen, Which was 
composed of nine grand <jfficers, and held 
its sittings iii Derry. From this grant! 
lodge there were, I am told, more than 
ninety lodges affiliated ; and if is said, thst, 
in the space -of six months, iipvrards of 
twenty thousand men, between the ages 
of eighteen and forty, had been swotn in 
as mcnibers of this association ! Such was, 
as I am informed, the state of the Ribbon 
society in the month of June, and it was 
then rapidly extending itself into the more 
Southern Counties of Ulster. I have great 
pleasure in adding, that the Address pub- 
Kshed by the Catholic iSoard, in June last, 
had the most powerful effect in putting a 
stop to the meetings, and, I am assin-ed, i^ 
induced the grand lodge of the Ribbontheit 
to resign its functions^ Those who were 
before the most active partizans of the 
systeiia, have since exerted themselves i^th 
energy and success to stippress its lodges. 
The system has been 'broken up, and un- 
less the renovated activity of Orangism 
shall give it new life, (of which there is 
m«cb reason to be apprehensive,) the Rib- 
bon society will (ihbrtly be at an eiui for 
ever ! 

I have not Mated the oaths by which this 
society was bound. Those oaths were, 1 
understand, three times alteted. At first, 
the Riblkonmen's oath commenced with a 
direct, positive, and unconditional oath of 
aitlegiaiice. They alsq swore to assist in 
tire defence of the Catholic clergy and 
laityi' against the attacks of Orangemen; 
and an oath of secresy, as to what was to 
be privately communicated to them, was 
added. This oath was soon altered ; and in 
its place was substituted an oath, re5eml>ling 
almost eiactfy the' Orange oath. It be-; 
gaii with an bath of allegiance to the King-, 
liis heirs and successors, so long as he and 
tKe3r''8hould protbct the Catholic clergy 
and laity of Ireland, from the illegal vio- 
lence of schismatics, heretics, and Orange- 
men; and it then cdnlitiued and cohclud«d 
as thfe former oath. "The third oath, and 
that latterly adopted, was different "from 
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the former, ia nothing eke, as I am in- 
fcirmed, than in omitting altogether the 
pan that related to allegiance to the King. 
Such, according to my information, is 
the short history of the society of Ribbon- 
men. This society owed its origin to the 
Orangemen, Its decay was the work of 
the Board. But the Orangemen are again 
on the alert, the resemblance in colour and 
name, for in nothing else are they like to 
the patriols in Holland, has filled the Irish 
bigots with fresh hop^s aiid renovated 
fury. In the North, they indulge in ex- 
cesses almost as ridiculous as they are ille- 
gal. A festival of three days, an Orange 
Boven of half a week has been lately cele- 
brated in Derry. Under the ludicrous 
pretence t hat it was necessary to bless, with 
the Orange flag, the first stone of a new 
court-house, a three-days' festival was 
celebrated, sufficient to remind the poor 
Catholics of Derry of the Spartan solem- 
nities, during which it was permitted to 
inflict every cruelty on the wretched He- 
lots. The consequences of this most ab- 
surd Carnival, at which Baronets and Bi- 
shops, sheriffs, and clergymen, magis- 
trates and mob, joined in revelry, may 
be a revival of the Ribbon lodges. At- 
tempts have been made, I am told, to re- 
vive them, even before this festival, and, 
unless a strong impression be now made 
of the illegality and impolicy of those lod- 
ges, there is reason to apprehend, that 
tl'.ey will once more multiply. The peo- 
ple will readily listen, however, to us, as 
they have done before. They know we 
are actuated by no motive but the pure 
and disinterested desire to obtain for them 
relief, in the only way that relief can or 
ought to be obtained, according to the 
Constitution. We who are honoured with 
popular confidence, only because we have 
deserved it, will easily persuade the 
people to avoid violating the law, or ex- 
posing thenweives, as they must do, if 
they continue in those associations, to the 
treacbtry of their pretended friends, and 
to the persecutions of their open enemies. 
V/a will point out to the people that these 
illegal societies expose them to certain 
punishinent, that no useful result can pos- 
sibly arise from them, that the individuals 
who belong to them will be prosecuted, 
and the Catholic body 'disgraced by their 
continuance, whilst the very existence of 
those societies will serve as a pretext and 
excuse lor the Orangemen to continue 
thcrr outrages. It wilf gratifjr their appe- 
tite for vengeance, and disappoint the Iwpes 



and wishes of the indtviduaU of tkii 
Board, who are looking for EmaBcipation 
throu|;h the legitimate chaunels ef the 
Constitution. In short, the Oraagemea 
vvill be gratified and delighted by the con- 
tinuance of those associations. Whilst the 
real friends of Ireland, who, amidst dan- 
ger and calumny, have continued to advo- 
cate the Catholic cause, ma«t retiie ia dis- 
gust and despair, if the people will not 
abandon all illegal societies. 

That the Ribbon society is illegal, is 
easily proved, by a reference to the atatate 
book. The statute of the SO of the Kiw 
chapter 102, includes almost every potsil 
ble case of an association bound toeetkcr 
by any solemn oath or engagement. The 
oath is illegal, if the person taking it be 
bound to any association, brotherhood, 
committee, society, or confederacy what- 
soever, formed, or to be formed, for aay 
seditious purpose, or to disturb the peace 
or to injure persons or property, or to 
obey any commander, ofRcer, or leader 
or to ol>ey any committee, or the orders' 
rules, or commands, of any committee or 
other body of men, or to assemble at the 
desire or command of any such person or 
persons, or not to give evidence against 
any brother associate, or for various othtr 
purposes mentioned in the statute. Now 
it is very clear, that an organized associa" 
tion, such as the Ribbonmen, must be 
bound by the import of its engagement 
to assemble at the command of some su- 
perior, and to obey some rules or orders. 
The Ribbonmen are, therefore, liable to 
punishment under this statute. The O- 
rangemen, by the sixth rule in their secret 
articles, are bound to assemble at any 
time wheu summoned by the master, get- 
ting ten hours notice, or, if possible, at 
any other time. They are also bound to 
obey all the rules contained in the ten se- 
cret articles. It is, therefore, equally clear, 
that the Orangemen are withinthe statute of 
the 50th of the King. And upon an indict- 
ment, properly framed under that statute 
if the evidence of tlie facts that really 
exist could be given, there is no doubt, tiiat 
for every Ribbonman, and Orangemen 
sworn since theyear 1810, the person who 
administered the oatli could be transported 
for life» and the Orangeman, or Ribbon, 
men, who took it, could be transported 
for seven years. I am aware, that the 
Orangemen run no great risk of bcino- pro- 
secuted. But the impunity of the Orang«. 
men affords no great protection to the 
UBittCtuMle RiWiovmea. The Ribboiwieu 
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will %e only the more certainly prosecut- 
ed, because of the indulgence held out to 
the Orangemen, WouJd to God, I could 
«ee an administration in Ireland, that would 
cqaally and impartially, hold out protec- 
tioii and ptioisbment, according to law, 
and not otherwise, to both parties. I am 
very ready to believe, nay, it is the con- 
viction of my soul, and ( loudly proclaisi 
it, that if havi Whitworth was apprized 
of the real state of those facts, he would 
fulfil the pledge he has so distinctly given, 
of an equal and impartial administration of 
justice. But Lord Whitworth is sur- 
rounded by men who are deeply in- 
terested in deceiving him. The facts are 
concealed from him. The truth it dis- 
guised. The Catholics are represented as 
desiring the overthrow of the Constitution j 
the Orangemen a« its supporters. But the 
truth is, that the Catholics most aniiously 
wish to see the Constitution placed beyond 
the possibility of dangers they are, to a 
man, ready to die for the integrity of the 
Empire, and of the Constitution. The 
Orangemen, on the other band, seek to 
controul the Legislature, and to oppress 
their fellow-subjects, and perpetuate their 
(lavery; they would continue Irishmen as 
slaves, in the name of a Constitution that 
gave us freedom as a birth-right ! 

To return to the illegality of these a«- 
voeiations ; the Ribbonraen are liable to be 
indicto^nder another statute : by the 15th 
and lethof the King, chap. 21, it is de- 
clared to be a high misdemeanor, punish- 
aWe by fines, by imprisonment, by whip- 
ping, tcr any persons to assemble by day 
or night, with any unusual badge, or to as- 
sume any particular name or deuomination. 
The Ribbonmen are liable to punishment 
under this statute; they assemble with a 
badge, a green ribbon; they assume the 
denomination of Ribbonmen. For either 
oiFeiiee they may be indicted and punish- 
ed. It is true, that the Orangemen come 
expressly within the provisions of the same 
statute; they assemble with badges of 
Orange, they assume a particular denomi- 
uaiipn, Orangemen. Under this statute 
they may and ought to be indicted ; nay, 
I can answer for it, they will be indicted, 
if the Catholics enaWle us, as I am sure they 
will enable us, to put together the funds 
necessary for carrying on those prosecu- 
tions. But even the impunity of the Orange- 
men affords no prospect of safety for the 
Ribbonmeu. The Ribbonmen of the 
Korth, like the White-Boys of the South, 
wjU,experienoe the rigour of the «Mutt, 



although the Orangemen may be allowed 
to escape without punishment, notwith. 
standing the plain violation of the law ! 

The duty of the Board, under those 
circumstances, is to expose to the Catho- 
lics of Ulster the criminality and the folly 
of engaging in any Secret Association, It 
may be suggested, that the People are 
driven, in their own defente, and by Per- 
secution, into those conibinatfons. The an- 
swer is ready; the peopte^.^eed not be 
driven to any such extremity, because, for 
the ontrages of the Orangemen legal re- 
dress may be obtained, and if the ind'ivid. 
uals attacked be too poor to procure that 
redress for themselves, the Buard will 
readily enaUe them to bring their cases 
before the pubKc, and the courts of justice. 
We win enable them to seek for and ob- 
tidn all the redress that the law can ^'ve 
in such case ; but no man shall partake uf 
our assistance, who will continue any 
longer a member uf any illegal confeder- 
acy whatsoever. Jtet what will become of 
the Ribbonmen, from us they can never 
expect countenance or support. But the 
poor Catholics who have the good sense 
to avoid any such association, shall be 
certain of meeting pecuniary and profes- 
sional assistance. We will not go to war 
with the Orangemen, howeyer able and 
wilting we may be to do so, but we will go 
to law with them, and expose their absurd 
pretensions and atrocious cruelties to con- 
tempt and punishment. 

By adopting my motion for another 
Address to tl>e people, you will have an 
opportunity of again cautioning them air 
gainst being the dupes of their own pas- 
sions, or of the artifices of their enemies. 
You will call upon them to confide in th^ 
laws, and you wiU epable them to secure 
all the protection that law can give. 

Mr. CConnell coiiduded, by moving, 
** That a Committee should be appointed 
to prepare an Address to the People, 
cautioning them against illegal associa^ 
tions." 

This niotioa was agreed to. 
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